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“Eternal Present” Behind Changing Space-time Paradigm

of Language and Image

WANG Yan

(School of Literature, Hefei Normal University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract; In the media age, language art that expresses time paradigm favors spatial description, while

image art that is good at expressing space paradigm begins to pay more attention to the fluidity of time. These

attempts are all aimed at reflecting the “present” consciousness of contemporary people. Contemporary peo-

ple’ s history sense has faded, and they are full of nihilism about the “future” , and only the “present” can be

truly grasped in their hands. The “present” is no longer just a short-lived present. The “present” of contem-

porary society is the “eternal present” that includes the past and the future. This is a concept that contains

both time and space connotations. The time-space paradigm of contemporary language art and image art is at-

tempting the new dialogue and integration at a higher level that breaks through the duality, precisely in order

to show the multiple and rich time-space experience of contemporary people.

Key words: space-time paradigm; multiple space-time; the eternal present
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