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Treatment of Senses with Metaphorical Meanings
in Modern Chinese Dictionary

WANG Yingchun

(Institute of Linguistics, Research Center of Lexicography, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract: There are two treatment methods for the senses with metaphorical meanings in Modern Chinese
Dictionary. The first treatment method is simultaneous interpretation of literal and metaphorical meanings, and
there are two main reasons. Firstly, the literal meaning belonged to the scope of inclusion originally, and is in-
cluded not because of the inclusion of metaphorical meanings. Secondly, the literal meaning did not belong to
the scope of inclusion originally, but is released incidentally because of the inclusion of metaphorical mean-
ings. The second treatment method is only interpreting the metaphorical meaning without the interpretation of
literal meaning. The reason is that the literal meaning is clear and needn’ t be interpreted. It is mainly divided
into two aspects. Firstly, although it is used in the actual language, the literal meaning is not interpreted be-
cause of the high degree of clarity. Secondly, the literal meaning is a fictitious thing, it is not used in the ac-
tual language, and it is not interpreted because of clear meaning.

Key words: metaphorical meaning; sense; treatment; Modern Chinese Dictionary
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