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Study of the Relationship Between
University Students’ Social Class and Time Perspective

ZHANG Feng

(School of Teacher Education, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract: Time perspective refers to an individual’s perception, experience and action ( action tendency)
about time, which can influence his/her sense of well-being and meaning. Questionnaire method was used and
322 university students were surveyed so as to explore the current status of time perspective and the relation-
ship between the social class and time perspective. The results are as follows. (1) Chinese university
students’ scores of past positive (PP) attitude, past negative (PN) attitude and future (F) time perspective
are higher than those of American students, but their scores of present hedonic (PH) and present fatality
(PF) are lower than those of American students. (2) The university students’ social class is significantly re-
lated to their time perspective. In view of past time perspective, the higher social class has more positive atti-
tude, less negative attitude than the lower one. In view of present time perspective, the higher social class has
less fatalistic attitude than the lower one. In view of future time perspective, the higher social class has more
plans and pays more attention to the future than the lower one.

Key words: social class; time perspective; university students
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