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Study of the Way of Drilling Wood for Fire
in the Han Frontier Fortress Area of Hexi

SHI Liang, XIAO Congli

( Gansu Bamboo Slips Museum, Lanzhou 730000, China)

Abstract; According to the archaeological objects and the records of Hexi’s Han bamboo slips, drilling
wood for fire was a common way of obtaining fire in the daily life of officials and soldiers stationed in the fron-
tier fortress area of Hexi’s Dunhuang and Juyan in the Han Dynasty. Dozens of tools for drilling wood for fire
were unearthed in the ruins of Great Wall’s beacon towers of the Han Dynasty in Juyan frontier fortress area
and Majuanwan, Dunhuang. In addition, the defence apparatus book of Han bamboo slips also recorded the
tools for drilling wood for fire, such as “chu huo sui”, kindling material “ru”. The unearthed cultural relics
and the records of Han bamboo slips confirmed that drilling wood for fire was one of the most popular ways of
obtaining fire in Hexi’s frontier fortress area in the Han Dynasty.

Key words: drilling wood for fire; “chu huo sui”; “ru”; Han bamboo slips
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