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Contrastive Study of Phrasal Intonation and Sentential Intonation

from the Perspective of Prosodic Grammar

ZHANG Youwen

(School of Humanistic Education, Jiangmen Polytechnic College, Jiangmen 529090, China )

Abstract; The contrastive study of phrasal intonation and sentential intonation is carried out from the per-

spective of prosodic grammar and with the introduction of syntactic cartographic theory, and the conclusion is

as follows. Firstly, phrasal intonation and sentential intonation are two independent prosodic units with their

own different prosodic features, that is, the former being marked by continued intonation and the latter being

marked by stopped intonation and nucleus stress. Secondly, after CP split, sentential intonation and phrasal

intonation correspond to different functional syntactic phrases. The former matches force phrase and attitude

phrase for marking the sentence types and speakers’ attitude or emotion, and the latter matches topic phrase for

marking the sentence topic. Thirdly, sentential intonation and phrasal intonation apply to different prosodic

rules, and produce different prosodic syntactic effects.

Key words: phrasal intonation; sentential intonation; prosodic grammar; contrast
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