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Gender Dimension of the Domestic Space in My Antonia

ZHANG Shumian, ZHUANG Xinhong

(School of Foreign Languages and Literature, Shandong University, Jinan 250100, China)

Abstract: In My Antonia, the representative work of the American novelist Willa Cather, the domestic
space symbolizes a gender dimension. In the context of the unequal division of space between genders, the do-
mestic space has become a representational space where women are subject to the discipline by men. Mrs.
Burden and Mrs. Haring, who live in such a representational space, regard the patriarchal ideology as the
standard. The spatial practice makes the male-dominated spatial representation more deep-seated. In contrast,
Antonia and Lena are the practitioners who pose a challenge to the gendered space. Under the influence of the
awakening and strengthening of female’ s subjective consciousness, they challenge the spatial representation of
male superiority and female inferiority by crossing the border to the public space, occupying and constructing
the domestic space. In this way, they subvert the traditional spatial structure of genders characterized by
binary opposition and escape the fate of being dominated by the patriarchal spatial discourse to a great extent.
Examining the oppression and resistance of women in the domestic space may provide a beneficial reference for
constructing a harmonious family and society.

Key words: Willa Cather; My Antonia; domestic space; gender dimension
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