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British Judaism Reform Movement in the 19th Century from
the Perspective of the Exchanges and Mutual Learning Among Civilizations

WANG Benli

(School of Social Development and Public Administration, Suzhou University of Science and Technology, Suzhou 215009, China)

Abstract; British Judaism reform movement in the 19th century took place against the larger background
of the Judaism reform movement in the Occident and the smaller background of the need for the religious
reform among British Jews. This movement could be divided into two stages by the year 1840. In the first
stage, the reform movement occurred in the system of orthodox party, the basic content of which was only the
ritual change. In the second stage, there appeared the reform synagogues and equalization reforms, which altered
the original pattern and management system of British Judaism to some extent. The movement is apparently
influenced by the Judaism reform movements from other countries, especially Germany, and is the result of
the exchanges and mutual learning among civilizations, so to speak. At the same time, it has its own features.
In spite of its obvious limitations, it brings about the influence that cannot be ignored for the whole revolution
of British Judaism, and adds to British characteristics for the Judaism reform movement in the Occident in the
19th century.

Key words: the 19th century; Britain; Judaism reform movement; reason; course; influence
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