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Generation of Modernization Elements of Mufu in the late Qing Dynasty :
A Case Study of Mufu of Zeng Guofan and Li Hongzhang

ZHENG Jun

(Office of Social Sciences, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract: After the Opium War, the situation changed a lot and there appeared modernization elements
of Mufu in the late Qing Dynasty. In the institutional setting of Mufu, the new-type specialized bureaus gradu-
ally began to replace the traditional “six-bureaus” ; in the selection of advisers, the talents of Western learn-
ing, compradors and even foreigners gradually took place of traditional scholars to undertake the main tasks of
Mufu ; in the attribute of bureaus, the private color was gradually changed into the official character. The trend
of specialization and functionalization in terms of talents and institutional setting caused the homogeneous phe-
nomenon of the whole officials, aides and staff. Though this change was to adapt to the practical needs, for
which the traditional administrative system could not solve many new contradictions and problems, it uncon-
sciously assumed the pathfinder role of the Qing Dynasty’s administrative system turning to modernization, and
as a result, it pushed forward the transformation from the private Mufu to the official one.

Key words: Mufu in the late Qing Dynasty; Zeng Guofan; Li Hongzhang; modernization
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