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Exploration of Dong Zhongshu’s Question-answer Method
of Interpreting The Spring and Autumn Annals

ZHANG Junya

( Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou 730030, China)

Abstract ; Following Confucius, Dong Zhongshu in the Western Han Dynasty perfectly explained the heu-
ristic teaching method while giving lectures. When Confucius wrote The Spring and Autumn Annals, there were
factors of realistic situation and emotional support and opposition, such as avoidance and fear, praise or blame,
good and evil, harmony and impropriety, constant change and degree of intimacy, which made the method of
writing and rhetoric of the work have constant changes, the facts contradict the description. In Chungiv Fanlu,
Dong Zhongshu’s question-answer interpretation of classics started from asking above-mentioned questions, and
then answered them with the historical facts, rhetoric and principles of right and wrong of The Spring and Au-
tumn Annals, summarizing the same category by the analysis of one thing and finally finishing the elucidation of
work’s argumentation, which was the ultimate goal of Dong Zhongshu’s question-answer interpretation of classics.
Dong Zhongshu’s question-answer teaching method was extremely important for inspiring students to discover prob-
lems, to dig deeper into and understand the words of Confucius and the meaning of The Spring and Autumn Annals.

Key words: Dong Zhongshu; Chungiu Fanlu; The Spring and Autumn Annals; teaching method of using
rhetorical questions
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