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New Comment on the Literature Value of Bao Wentang’s Catalogue

SUN Yun

(School of Literature, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China)

Abstract ; Bao Wentang’s Catalogue is a representative personal book catalogue of the Ming Dynasty. Ac-
cording to the actual condition of family’s books, it consists of three volumes, amounting to thirty-three catego-
ries. Some new categories such as “siliu” , “juye”, “yuefu” are set up, the books’ checking condition of later
ages, their inscribing information, and content structure are recorded, abundant popular literature books such
as scripts for story-telling, novels, zaju, and tales of marvels are included. Rich version information is espe-
cially preserved. In addition, a new scientific “mutual record” method is adopted for the convenience of re-
trieval and consultation.

Key words: Bao Wentang’s Catalogue; category; record; version; value
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