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On the Innovative Method of Philosophical Discourse
of Modern Neo-Confucianism

JIN Xiaofang

(School of Marxism, Hefei University, Hefei 230601, China)

Abstract: The modern Neo-Confucianism steps on the historical stage in the environment of the fierce
conflict between Chinese cultures and Western ones, ancient cultures and modern ones. They adopt such theo-
retical construction methods as returning to the original and opening up the new, interpreting Chinese thoughts
with Western ones, and combining knowledge with practice, which promotes the modern transformation of tra-
ditional Chinese philosophy. The method of returning to the original and opening up the new is helpful to deep-
ly analyze the spiritual tradition of Chinese culture, and to coordinate the relationship between traditional cul-
ture and modernization. The method of interpreting Chinese thoughts with Western ones is helpful to recognize
the speciality of Chinese and Western cultures and to learn from the resources of Western culture. The method
of combining knowledge with practice is helpful to stick to the characteristics of Confucianism as life knowl-
edge. These theoretical methods provide a direct reference for the construction of philosophy and social sci-
ences with Chinese characteristics.

Key words; modern Neo-Confucianism; return to the original and open up the new; interpret Chinese

thoughts with Western ones; combine knowledge with practice
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