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Discussion on the Theory and Method of Chinese Vocabulary Research:
Mr. Zhou Jian’s Answering the Guest’s Questions

ZHOU Jian'?, LI Luxi’

(1. Language and Culture Research Centre of Macao, Macao Polytechnic Institute, Macao 999078, China;
2. School of Literature, Nankai University, Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract; Chinese lexicology has so far existed for less than a century. Although the foundation for the
work of predecessors has been established, the development of Chinese lexicology theory is still weak and lag-
ging behind. Therefore, the subject orientation, theoretical achievement, and method exploration have become
the three major problems that need to be solved urgently. Mr. Zhou Jian puts forward the following suggestions
for Chinese vocabulary research. 1. We should pay attention to the inheritance of traditional Chinese linguistic
theories and methods, and accept western theories carefully. 2. We should pay attention to corpus, and more
importantly , the continuous development of corpus in history. 3. We should learn more from the early western
missionaries’ achievements in Chinese vocabulary research and dictionary compilation. Only by recognizing
Chinese facts, absorbing traditional elites, and tracking foreign frontiers, can lexicology with Chinese charac-
teristics be truly established and developed.

Key words: Chinese lexicology; theory achievement; method exploration
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