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Interaction of Law, Philosophy and Society :
Comment on Pound’s Legal Thoughts of Social Engineering

XING Yajie

(School of Philosophy, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)

Abstract; Pound introduces the methodology of sociology into law research and opens up the new field of
law. His social engineering theory regards law as dynamic and developmental, emphasizes the creative factors
of the law, and advocates that people play an important role in the development process of the law. Affected by
the philosophical thoughts of positivism, his social engineering jurisprudence proposes to compromise the inter-
ests of all levels of society by legal way and to solve social problems by legal control. Pound’s legal philosophy
reveals the particularity of American law based on its society, history and culture, and the general significance
of legal ideology development, that is, the industrialized society requiring the legal system and legal thought to
be more focused on the social level.

Key words: Pound; legal history; jurisprudence of social engineering
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