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A Study on Borrowing Words’ Variants in the Han Dynasty
from the Perspective of Chinese Special Dictionary

HAN Shuhong

(School of International Education, Ludong University, Yantai 264039, China )

Abstract; Word variants are the effective judgment method and reference standard of word collection in
identifying the status for ancient Chinese borrowing words in the special dictionary under the circumstance of
no clear source of language being researched. The borrowing words’ variants in the Han Dynasty vary from one
to fifteen, among which two and three ones have higher proportion. The semantic distribution of non-Buddhism
borrowing words involves 21 kinds. The borrowing words’ variants include the ones in pronunciation, word
use, word length, ways of translation and different orders. In the synchronic word system in the Han Dynasty,
the phenomenon of borrowing words variants is the inevitable result of language world being influenced by
multi-aspect factors of subject and object.

Key words: the Han Dynasty; borrowing word; variant; special dictionary
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