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Abstract: There have been remarkable changes in “kan” conceptual domain from ancient to modern
times. In ancient times, there were many monosyllabic words in the lexical system, which mainly adopted a
comprehensive lexicalization pattern. In the Middle Ages, influenced by Chinese disyllabic trend, the domi-
nant words of each sub-domain gradually evolved into the modifying disyllabic words of “X+V_,”. In modern
spoken Chinese, people can use the syntactic form of “modifying phrase + ‘kan’” to express various types of
“kan” actions of different ways, directions and modalities. On the basis of the research into the historical evo-

lution of “kan” conceptual domain, the ancient and modern differences of its conceptualization and lexicaliza-

Exploring the Changes of Patterns of Ancient and
Modern Conceptualization and Lexicalization on the Basis of
the Historical Evolution of “Kan” Concept Domain

JIA Yanzi

(School of Liberal Arts, Minnan Normal University, Zhangzhou 363000, China)

tion patterns are summarized with the help of relevant theories of cognitive linguistics.

Key words: “kan” conceptual domain; lexical system; conceptualization; lexicalization; historical evo-

lution
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